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ELECTRONIC RESOURCES  
AND KEYWORDS
Beyond the print and online reference sources and bound volumes, libraries offer a range 
of electronic databases, both general and discipline specific. Most of your search for 
materials will use these electronic databases.

KEYWORDS: THE “KEY” TO SUCCESS
Before proceeding, a fuller discussion of keywords is in order. Whatever the stage of your 
search (beginning or further along), and whether you target journals, books, or other 
sources of materials, your search will be more effective if you choose appropriate key-
words. As mentioned, keywords are search terms for information retrieval. In most jour-
nals, for example, authors are asked to provide five to six keywords (words or phrases) for 
their article that represent the focus of the work. In the case of journals that follow APA 
style, these items are listed right under the Abstract (Figure 2.5, illustration from Nier, 
Bajaj, McLean, & Schwartz, 2013).

FIGURE 2.5	 Example of an Abstract With Keywords Listed

Source: Nier, Bajaj, McLean, & Schwarz (2013). Group status, perceptions of agency, and the 
correspondence bias: Attributional processes in the formation of stereotypes about high and low status 
groups. Group Processes & Inter group Relations, 16, 476–487.
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